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Verb aspects in Russian
Most Russian verbs have two infinitives, one imperfective and one perfective.
The imperfective infinitive is used for incomplete or repeated actions.
The perfective infinitive is used for one-off, completed actions.
In most dictionaries imperfective infinitives are given first. Dictionary entries may look like this:

protect çàùèù‚òü / çàùèò‰òü

Infinitive pairs. How to tell which infinitive is which aspect
If only one of the two infinitives has a prefix, this is the perfective form.

çâîí‰òü / ïîçâîí‰òü to ring, to telephone
äˆëàòü / ñäˆëàòü to do
÷èò‚òü / ïðî÷èò‚òü to read
æäàòü / ïîäîæä‚òü to wait

If both infinitives end in -àòü or -ÿòü then the shorter of the two is the perfective.
ïîíèì‚òü / ïîíµòü to understand
óçíàâ‚òü / óçí‚òü to find out
ðàññê‚çûâàòü / ðàññêàç‚òü to tell

If the aspect pair has one infinitive in -àòü or -ÿòü and the other in -åòü, -èòü or -íóòü , then the
former is imperfective and the latter is perfective.

îòäûõ‚òü / îòäîõí˜òü to rest
ïîâòîðµòü / ïîâòîð‰òü to repeat
óìèð‚òü / óìåðˆòü to die

Some verbs have quite different imperfective and perfective forms.
áðàòü / âçÿòü to take ñàä‰òüñÿ / ñåñòü to sit down
ëîæ‰òüñÿ / ëå÷ü to lie down ëîâ‰òü / ïîéì‚òü to catch
êëàñòü / ïîëîæ‰òü to put ãîâîð‰òü / ñêàç‚òü to say

(“to speak” is ãîâîð‰òü / ïîãîâîð‰òü)

Imperfective and perfective forms of the same verb can have different English meanings
ñäàâ‚òü ýêç‚ìåí to take an exam ñäàòü ýêç‚ìåí to pass an exam
îï‚çäûâàòü to be late îïîçä‚òü to be too late
áîëˆòü to be ill çàáîëˆòü to fall ill

By virtue of their meaning, some Russian verbs have no perfective form
çàâ‰ñåòü îò to depend on ïðèíàäëåæ‚òü to belong
îæèä‚òü to expect îòñ˜òñòâîâàòü to be absent
ìå÷ò‚òü to dream (of doing s.thing) â›ãëÿäåòü to look  (have an appearance)

Different prefixes give perfective verbs with different nuances
Imperfective Perfective
äˆëàòü to do ñäˆëàòü to do

äîäˆëàòü to complete
ïåðåäˆëàòü to change

êóð‰òü to smoke ïîêóð‰òü to have a smoke
çàêóð‰òü to light a cigarette

Some verbs have the same infinitive for imperfective and perfective
àòàêîâ‚òü to attack

Exception:   ïîêóï‚òü / êóï‰òü   to buy

If the infinitive has -ûâà- in its
suffix, then it is imperfective.

áûòü - “to be” and áûâ‚òü - “to be regularly”
behave differently. See section 49.
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The imperfective infinitive is used for incomplete or repeated actions
Îí õ‹÷åò ðàá‹òàòü â Ë‹íäîíå. He wants to work in London.

(A general statement, for an undefined period)

Îí‚ íå õîòˆëà ñë˜øàòü. She didn’t want to listen.
(An undefined period of time)

Ìû íå ì‹æåì æäàòü. We can’t wait.
(An undefined period of time)

Îí ïîîáåù‚ë çâîí‰òü ðåãóëµðíî. He promised to ring regularly.
(repeated action)

The imperfective infinitive is used with áûòü for continuous actions in the future
ß á˜äó æäàòü. I shall be waiting.
Íà ïˆíñèè îí‚ á˜äåò æèòü â Ïàð‰æå. In her retirement she will live in Paris.

The imperfective infinitive is usually used with negatives
Îí ðåø‰ë íå âõîä‰òü. He decided not to go in.
Ìû ïîïðîñ‰ëè å¸ íå çâîí‰òü åì˜. We asked her not to ring him.

but the perfective can also be used after íå õîòˆòü for a one-off action
ß íå õîòˆë âñòðˆòèòü åã‹. I didn’t want to meet him.

When the verbs below are followed by an infinitive, this infinitive is always imperfective
íà÷èí‚òü / íà÷‚òü to begin
êîí÷‚òü / ê‹í÷èòü to finish
ïðîäîëæ‚òü / ïðîä‹ëæèòü to continue
ïåðåñòàâ‚òü / ïåðåñò‚òü to stop doing something
çàïðåù‚òü / çàïðåò‰òü to forbid
íàäîåä‚òü / íàäîˆñòü to bore (see section 11)

Îí‚ í‚÷àëà çâîí‰òü. She started ringing.
Îí ïåðåñò‚ë ä˜ìàòü î íåé. He stopped thinking about her.
Êóð‰òü çàïðåùåí‹. Smoking is forbidden.
Ìíå íàäîˆëî æäàòü. I got bored with waiting.

The imperfective infinitive is used in commands and orders
Ìîë÷‚òü! Be quiet!
Íå êóð‰òü! No smoking!
Ìàø‰íû íå ñò‚âèòü No car parking

The perfective infinitive is used for one-off, complete actions
Îí ðåø‰ë ïîðàá‹òàòü â îãîð‹äå. He decided to work (a bit) in his vegetable garden.

(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)

ß õî÷˜ ïîñë˜øàòü ¬òó ïˆñíþ. I want to listen to that song.
(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)

Âû ñîãë‚ñíû ïîäîæä‚òü ïÿòü ìèí˜ò? Do you agree to wait for five minutes?
(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)

Ì‹æíî âîéò‰? May I go in?
(a single action)

ß òðè ð‚çà ïûò‚ëñÿ ââˆñòè PIN-êîä, òåïˆðü SIM-ê‚ðòà çàáëîê‰ðîâàíà.
I tried to entered my PIN code three times, now my SIM card is blocked.

(single very short repeated actions)

Infinitives may be used for suggestions
Îòä‚òü òåáˆ ëþá‹âü? Shall I give you my love?
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1. Find the aspect pairs from the verbs in the following list:

áðàòü, áðîñ‚òü, áð‹ñèòü, âåðí˜òüñÿ, âçÿòü, âîçâðàù‚òüñÿ, â›ïèòü, äàâ‚òü, äàòü,

äˆëàòü, æäàòü, æèòü, èãð‚òü, èñ÷åç‚òü, èñ÷ˆçíóòü, çâîí‰òü, êóï‰òü, êóð‰òü, ëþá‰òü,

ìî÷ü, íàïèñ‚òü, îòäîõí˜òü, îòäûõ‚òü, ïåòü, ïèñ‚òü, ïèòü, ïîäîæä‚òü, ïîçâîí‰òü,

ïîèãð‚òü, ïîêóï‚òü, ïîêóð‰òü, ïîëþá‰òü, ïîíèì‚òü, ïîíµòü, ïîñìîòðˆòü, ïîñë‚òü,

ïîñûë‚òü, ïîòåðµòü, ïðîæ‰òü, ðàññêàç‚òü, ðàññê‚çûâàòü, ñàä‰òüñÿ, ñäˆëàòü, ñåñòü,

ñìîòðˆòü, ñìî÷ü, ñïåòü, òåðµòü, óçíàâ‚òü, óçí‚òü, óìåðˆòü, óìèð‚òü

Imperfective Perfective Imperfective Perfective

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

2. Fill the gaps with infinitives from the list below. Mark them as imperfective or

perfective

à. Âû ñîãë‚ñíû _________________ ìîˆé æåí‹é? imp. / perf.

á. ß íå õî÷˜ _________________ â ¬òîì ãðµçíîì ðåñòîð‚íå. imp. / perf.

â. Í‰íà íå óìˆåò _________________ ñòèõ‰. imp. / perf.

ã. Âû íå õîò‰òå _________________ ìî‰ êàðò‰íû? imp. / perf.

ä. Åëˆíà ðåø‰ëà _________________ äµäå. imp. / perf.

å. Áîð‰ñ âñåãä‚ ïðèõ‹äèò â‹âðåìÿ. Îí íå ëƒáèò _________________. imp. / perf.

æ. ß õî÷˜ _________________ ä‚÷ó ëˆòîì. imp. / perf.

ç. Ì‹æíî _________________ âàì îä‰í èíò‰ìíûé âîïð‹ñ? imp. / perf.

è. ß õî÷˜ _________________ ñåáˆ í‹âûé ï‚ñïîðò. imp. / perf.

ê. Íå í‚äî _________________ íåïð‚âäó äˆòÿì. imp. / perf.

  ãîâîð‰òü  -  çàä‚òü  -  îáˆäàòü  -  îï‚çäûâàòü  -  ïèñ‚òü
  ïîçâîí‰òü  -  ïîêð‚ñèòü  -  ïîñìîòðˆòü  -  ñäˆëàòü  -  ñòàòü
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Îï‚ñíàÿ ç‹íà!
Ñõîä ñíˆãà ñ êð›øè.
Ìàø‰íû íå ñò‚âèòü.
à.  Dangerous zone!
Snow falling from the roof.
Don’t ______________________.

3. Fill the gaps with infinitives from the list, using the correct aspect

à. Íå í‚äî ____________ â‹äó èç ¬òîãî êð‚íà.

á. Îí ðåø‰ë ____________ ñòàê‚í âîä› è ïîéò‰ äîì‹é.

â. ß á˜äó _____________ òåáˆ ê‚æäûé âˆ÷åð.

ã. Íàäî ñð‹÷íî _____________ â ìèë‰öèþ.

ä. Îíà õ‹÷åò _______________ òâîé îãîð‹ä.

å. ß íå ëþáëƒ _______________ òåëåâ‰çîð.

æ. Í‰íà õ‹÷åò _______________ ƒáêó.

ç. Îí ïåðåñò‚ë _______________ ãàçˆòû. Îí ÷èò‚åò í‹âîñòè â èíòåðíˆòå.

è. Åì˜ íàäîˆëî _______________ íà øîêîë‚äíîì çàâ‹äå.
ê. Àáðàì‹âè÷ óãîâîð‰ë Õ‰ääèíêà _______________ â ×ˆëñè, íî ò‹ëüêî äî êîíö‚

ñåç‹íà.

ë. Ä‰ìà õ‹÷åò _________________ ñòî ä‹ëëàðîâ íà ðóáë‰.

ì. Íå í‚äî ________________ äˆíüãè íà ˜ëèöå!

í. ß íå ìîã˜ _________________ íà ¬òîò óð‹ê.

î. Ó íå¸ åñòü ïðèâ›÷êà âñåãä‚ __________________.

ï. Ýòè òàáëˆòêè ïîì‹ãóò âàì __________________  _________________.

ð. Ë˜÷øå îä‰í ðàç _________________, ÷åì ñòî ðàç _________________.

áðîñ‚òü / áð‹ñèòü  -  â‰äåòü / óâ‰äåòü  -  çâîí‰òü / ïîçâîí‰òü  -  êóð‰òü / çàêóð‰òü
ìåíµòü / ïîìåíµòü  -  îïîçä‚òü / îï‚çäûâàòü  -  ïèòü / â›ïèòü  -  ïîêóï‚òü / êóï‰òü
ðàá‹òàòü / ïîðàá‹òàòü  -  ñë›øàòü / óñë›øàòü  -  ñìîòðˆòü / ïîñìîòðˆòü

4. Complete the translations of the notices and quotations

Ýòî íå öèðê! Í‚øà öåëü
íå ðàçâëåê‚òü ñòóäˆíòîâ,
à ó÷‰òü èõ!
(Âàñ‰ëèé Áåññ‹íîâ)

ã.   It is not a circus! Our aim is
not _______________
the students, but
______________ them!
(Vassily Bessonoff)

á.  Do not ____________
anything with your hands!

Áûòü ‰ëè íå áûòü? Âîò
â ÷¸ì âîïð‹ñ!  (Ã‚ìëåò)

â.   ____________ or not
____________, that is the
question! (Hamlet)

ä.   ____________, ____________, and ____________!
(V.I. Lenin)

Ó÷‰òüñÿ, ó÷‰òüñÿ è ó÷‰òüñÿ!  Â.È. Ëˆíèí
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